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Introduction

The daily life of a bear, a spider, a snake, a hedgehog and a 
linnet unfolds around an oak tree. They know each other 
and they talk about what they go through during the 
day. The thing that worries them the most is the fact that 
often they cannot live in peace. They know that the bear 
is different from the spider, and that the hedgehog is not 
the linnet, let alone a snake!

They are all very different from each other, in the way 
they move from one place to the other, in the way they 
eat, and the things they like. But they have realised that 
the differences among them do not have to hold them 
from living together around the oak tree! 

That was until the rabbit came along!  In a particular 
incident, the bear, the spider, the snake, the hedgehog, 
and the linnet make the rabbit realise that they all need 
each other, and everybody stands to benefit from teaming 
up together! 





PART ONE

TREVOR ŻAHRA

Around the

Oak Tree 





The days were getting longer. The sky always 
clear. The flowers started to bloom and the trees 
were growing new leaves.  

Spring was in the air!
The bear came out from the cave where he had spent 

the whole winter sleeping. He stretched out, rubbed his 
eyes and took in a deep breath. 

“What a lovely day!” he said to himself. 
“Good morning, Mr Bear,” a tiny voice said.  
The bear looked up, and, on one of the branches of the 

oak tree, he saw a plumpy spider. 
“How are you feeling?” she asked.
The bear gave out an even bigger stretch, a bit longer 

this time, and he answered that now that the winter was 
over, together with all its bad weather, he felt reborn. The 
spider agreed also. 

“But,” the bear continued while he laid down under 
the oak tree, and the spider climbed down next to him, 
“I cannot count the number of times I was woken up 
during my deepest sleeps. The forest is not the peaceful 
place it used to be anymore. A lot of people are coming 
here lately, making a lot of noises and shouting, as if it 
belonged to them.” 

“You’re right,” the spider affirmed, “I feel the same. 
It is not the first time that after long days of weaving my 
cobwebs, some naughty kids come by and destroy them, 
and I have to start over again.” 
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But all of a sudden, while the spider was still speaking, 
they heard an unusual sound coming from somewhere 
among the grass. The bear stood up immediately. 

“What’s that noise?” he asked the spider. “Have you 
heard it?”

“Oh my!”  shouted the spider as she climbed swiftly 
up the cobweb. “It seems there is a couple of yellow eyes 
in the grass!”

“Ooh you’re afraid of your own shadow,” a voice said 
from among the grass.  

All of a sudden, a golden snake with black and brown 
patterns rose up.   

“I heard you talking,” he said as he slithered along. 
The spider came back down from the tree’s branches. 

“You are right, this forest is not the same anymore,” 
he added. “Food is getting scarce and I’m losing weight 
by the hour. Can’t you see how I’ve become – a bag of 
bones?”

“That’s how you’ve always been!” someone chuckled 
... then, all of a sudden, the hedgehog appeared.   

“I’ve never known you being fat,” continued the 
hedgehog addressing the snake, while he cuddled himself 
against the bear. 

“And I always remember you looking like an urchin,” 
hissed the snake in a mocking tone.
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“I also heard you complaining,” said the hedgehog, 
“but definitely none of you  has been as negatively 
affected as much as we, the hedgehogs. Last week, two of 
our friends vanished into thin air.”

“Vanished how?” asked the bear promptly.
“Well... not exactly vanished,” answered the hedgehog, 

“but they decided to leave the forest for a while and cross 
that smooth surface that belongs to humans, and all of a 
sudden... vrummmm!”

“Vrummmm what?” asked the spider and the snake 
together.

“You know... one of those big, noisy and foggy 
monsters sped by and... I don’t even want to think about 
it!”

“They got squashed?” asked the bear.
But the hedgehog couldn’t even utter a single word 

as an answer. He curled himself up into a little ball, and 
from between the little spikes they heard him whimper. 

“But this is not right,” protested the bear. “Something 
needs to be done!”

“Tweet... tweet... It’s not right! It’s not right!”
A lively linnet came down flying over their heads 

repeating: 
“It’s not right! It’s not right!”

13





“Stop it, you fool!” said the hedgehog, “and be careful, 
or you’ll find yourself locked up in a cage!” 

“What’s a cage?” the linnet asked.   
He had never heard of it before. 
“If you don’t know what a cage is, you’re in even 

greater danger,” the spider cut in.
When the linnet settled himself on one of the oak tree’s 

branches, the other animals explained to him how some 
humans are on the lookout for birds to trap them in nets 
and lock them up in cages so they can hear them singing. 
The linnet could hardly believe his ears. 

“I will definitely not move away from this oak tree 
anymore,” declared the frightened linnet. 

“That way you’ll starve to death!” quickly replied the 
snake.

The bear stood up and, with his hands behind his back, 
he started to restlessly pace up and down the path.

“Do you know what I’m thinking?” he said after some 
time. “We should join forces and start helping each other.”

“Help each other in what way?” asked the spider. 
“I don’t know,” continued the bear, “but... maybe... if, 

for example, the hedgehog needs to get out of the forest 
to cross to the other side of the road, the linnet could stay 
on the alert for any one of those big monsters!”

“Yes, that’s what we should do!” said the linnet happily 
while flying over their heads. “And if I get stuck in one of 
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those nets you mentioned earlier, you can come and set 
me free.”

“That’s a good idea!” said the snake.  
“I love it!” continued the spider. 

But as soon as the spider finished her sentence someone 
was heard singing:

“Oh, what a clear blue sky, 
It’s such a special day, oh my! 
It would be very wise to be 
A cute little rabbit like me!”

And all of a sudden, a brown rabbit came along, 
jumping from one rock to the other, flickering his ears, 
stomping his feet on the ground, and trampling the grass 
along his way. The bear and his friends stood still, staring 
at him. 

“Good morning,” said the rabbit when he saw them 
staring at him. “You are amazed at me, aren’t you? And 
you have good reason to be! You won’t find a lot of rabbits 
as wonderful as me nowadays. Look at me... admire the 
view! Have you ever seen such a soft and cuddly coat like 
mine? And what do you think of these vibrant blue eyes I 
have! And look how I move my nose... and this little tail 
of mine is like a cotton ball!”

17





He would have kept going on unless the bear stopped 
him by asking:

“Would you like to join our group?”
“What group? What group?” asked the rabbit, again 

starting to jump from one stone to the other. 
Very patiently, the bear and the spider, together with 

the snake, the hedgehog and the linnet explained the 
problems that they were facing, and how, if they helped 
each other, they could tackle them more easily. 

“As if!” he burst out laughing. “I do not have any 
problems. And do you know why? Because whenever I 
come across a problem, I run away from it! Yes, that’s 
what I do! No one runs as fast as me. You do have to 
worry, of course, because you, Mr Bear - no offence 
meant - but you seem a bit slow, you can hardly move 
about. And you, Miss Spider, from morning till dusk 
you just spend all your time weaving that silly cobweb. 
As for you, Mr Hedgehog, when you sense the tiniest 
problem, rather than running away from it, like I do, you 
close up into a ball and remain frozen inside. And you,  
Mr Linnet,… you’re just like an idiot, all day long chirping 
along! And then you, Mr Snake, oh my, how ugly you are! 
But I... just look at me… now be honest… have you ever 
seen anything as wonderful as me in the whole forest? I 
don’t need anybody!” 

And he ran away flapping his ears and singing. 
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“I am a rare little rabbit, 
A lovely sight to see.
I know you all would love
To be the same as me!”

“Ignore him,” said the bear when the rabbit went 
away. Then there was silence once again. “We shall come 
up with an assembly just the five of us. We should start 
meeting every morning here around the oak tree and talk 
about all those things of importance for the day!”

And that was exactly what happened. They started to 
meet every morning to discuss things as they had agreed. 
Now they had their minds at rest, as they knew that they 
were no longer on their own. Each and every one knew 
that there were friends ready to help out if need be. 

One day a bad storm hit the forest. All the animals 
found shelter in their homes as the rain poured down and 
the thunder rumbled. Then all of a sudden, they heard a 
big crack as a result of some lightning, and someone cried 
out:

“Help me, please help me!”
The bear did not think twice. Although it was such 

bad weather, he ran off in the direction of the noise. The 
linnet took the spider on his back and flew, following 
the bear. The hedgehog and the snake went after them 
through the muddy puddles. The first to arrive were 
the linnet and the spider. The bear and, some time later, 

21





the hedgehog and the snake caught up with them. They 
found a pine tree, broken in half, and, trapped under its 
big trunk, there was the brown rabbit crying out in pain, 
“Help me! Help me!” The poor rabbit couldn’t move.

“Don’t move!” said the bear. “Leave it to me!”
The bear grabbed the tree trunk between his arms and 

in a couple of seconds he lifted it up, releasing the rabbit’s 
leg. Then he threw the tree trunk aside. 

“How painful!... How painful!” cried the rabbit. 
“Let’s get out of here quickly,” said the bear, “just in 

case another bolt of lightning hits us.” Then, turning to 
the rabbit, he shouted, “Hurry up!… Get on my back!”

After a few minutes, they were all safe under their oak 
tree. In the meantime, the rain began to ease off, but the 
rabbit could not move his leg; a lot of blood was oozing 
from the wound. 

The snake told them to leave it up to him. He wrapped 
himself up round the rabbit’s leg and started pressing on 
as much as he could, and the bleeding stopped after some 
time.

“Now we need water to clean the wound,” said the 
spider, “but the marsh is on the other side of the forest!  
It is quite far!

“I can go, and I will be back soon enough,” said the 
linnet. “Let me go and fill up the tulips with water to 
bring it here.”
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In the meantime, the spider was checking the rabbit’s 
leg and noticed bits of thistle and thorns in his wound.   

“Leave it to me,” said the hedgehog. “I am used to 
thorns and prickles, and they don’t hurt me at all!” 

And with a lot of care and attention, the hedgehog 
started removing the thorns with his own nails. Some 
time later, the linnet arrived with the water. However, 
the tulip was small and could not hold enough water, so 
he had to go to the marsh and come back a couple of 
times. 

When the wound was cleaned, the spider weaved a web 
around it.  Soon enough, the rabbit’s leg was all bandaged 
and ready. 

“Now, until it heals properly, you may stay here with 
us,” said the bear. “Don’t worry, we can provide you also 
with food!” 

The rabbit appeared confused. He started to scratch his 
head, staring at the ground. He remembered the words 
he had told them a few days before, and felt ashamed of 
himself.  

“Thank you! Thank you!” he said at last.  
“And ... forgive me!” 
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“We will appoint you as our assembly’s secretary,” 
laughed the bear when he saw the rabbit dancing and 
singing: 

“Oh, what a lovely day!
I feel like growing wings!
What a lovely thing it is
To work for the same things!” 
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Information about the

PART TWO

Union
The European



Introduction 
The animals in the story show us how we can live together 
while solving the problems that we might face by living 
together and agreeing to help each other. 

The bear, the spider, the snake, the hedgehog, and the linnet 
are all different. Some of them walk, others crawl, while others 
fly. They also eat different food: grass, insects, sometimes 
even other animals. They live in different homes too, but they 
all live around the same big oak tree. When the rabbit arrived, 
the other animals showed him that he needed them too, and 
that it was better for him to be their friend rather than survive 
on his own.

It is the same with the European Union. The European 
Union is made up of 27 different countries. They vary in size, 
population, history and culture, languages, and a lot of other 
things. Back in 1957, there were just six countries that signed 
an agreement which is referred to as the ʻTreaty of Rome’. That 
was the beginning of the ‘European Economic Community’. 
Along the years, other countries joined them, forming what 
today is the European Union. Malta is among the 27 Member 
States that make up the Union. The 27 Member States have a 
motto that is similar to the one adopted by the animals in the 
story: United in Diversity. 

In order to live together, we need rules. That is how it is 
also with families, at school, in the classroom, football teams, 
dancing lessons or scout groups. Even crossing the road, or 
going shopping, requires that we keep the rules. The same 
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applies to countries within the European Union. They all have 
rules that help them move forward together. To live in unity, 
they have to abide by certain rules which are taken very 
seriously such as: respecting other people (when they are 
similar as well as when they are different to them); animals; 
the environment; treating everybody equally; choosing their 
leaders; following rules and regulations. And when problems 
crop up, countries within the European Union discuss among 
each other and try to solve them together!

How did the European Union 
start?
The 20th century (1900-1999) brought about two great 
wars. These wars are known as World War I, which occurred 
between 1914 and 1918, and World War II, between 1939 and 
1945. 

These two wars started because big countries wanted to 
dominate other countries and rule over them. Among the 
continents, Europe was the worst hit. What was the result of 
these wars? Whole cities were bombarded, historical places 
destroyed, people were injured and killed, families had to run 
away from their country to seek safe shelter and peace. 

In 1950, a couple of years after the end of the World War 
II, the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, Robert Schuman, 
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came up with the idea that European countries should team 
up together and strive to avoid other wars in Europe. Two big 
countries, France and Germany, who were enemies during 
the war, were the two countries that produced the two most 
important minerals: coal and steel. At that time, machines 
were run on coal and steel, but even the production of warfare 
depended on these minerals. In 1957, France and Germany 
signed an agreement with Italy, Belgium, The Netherlands and 
Luxembourg, whereby it was decided that these four countries 
would not be charged any tax when buying coal and steel from 
France and Germany, so that none of these countries would be 
at an any advantage to start another war. Thus, Europe became 
a peaceful continent, the European economy started to grow 
steadily, and poverty started decreasing. 

This assembly of six countries became popular 
and other countries started joining the group 
that is known today as the European Union. 
Up till the end of January 2020, the European 
Union was made up of 28 countries, referred 
to as Member States. But, as of February 
2020, the United Kingdom is no longer a 
Member State and so today the European Union 
is made up of 27 Member States. 

The Member States of the European Union are very different 
from each other in various aspects, including size, population, 
history and culture, and language.

The Member States  
of the European Union
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Romania  Slovakia Slovenia Spain Hungary Sweden

Austria

France

Lithuania

Belgium

Greece

Luxembourg

Bulgaria

Germany

Malta

Cyprus

Ireland

The Netherlands

Denmark

Italy

Poland

Estonia

Croatia

Portugal

Finland

Latvia

Czech Republic

But although they are so different, the Member States have 
agreed  on several matters, in order for them to move on 
together, whether big or small. 

The European Union is managed by a unique system. 
With the help of laws, called Treaties, the Member States 
renounce part of their sovereignty in certain areas and draft 
common laws which ensure that the common aims are met. 
The European Union functions on a system of representative 
democracy and, within the common aspects, it is led by 
institutions having different responsibilities.   

The Member States within the European Union not only 
work for unity amongst themselves but also strive to help 
other countries in other continents to progress, to live in 
peace, and to get out of poverty. When countries are hit by 
natural disasters and flooding, the European Union is at the 
forefront to help. 
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May

The citizens of the 27 Member States add up to almost 
450 million. Apart from being citizens of their own country, 
they are also citizens of the European Union. This means that 
Maltese citizens are also citizens of the European Union, with 
the same benefits, rights and duties as the other citizens of 
other Member States.   

The Symbols of the European 
Union  
The most known symbol of the European Union is its flag 
which consists of 12 golden stars forming a circle on a blue 
background. The number of stars does not represent the 
number of Member States, which are 27. The stars form a 
circle, representing the unity of the Member States and their 
citizens. 

The European Union also has its own anthem, taken from 
Symphony 9 of the famous composer, Ludwig van Beethoven. 
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The anthem is called Ode to Joy, and it represents the values 
of the European Union: freedom, peace and solidarity.  

Europe Day is celebrated every year on 9th May to 
commemorate peace and unity in Europe. It was on 9th May, 
1950 when Robert Schuman made his declaration by which 
the European Union as we know it today was born. 
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‘United in Diversity’ is the motto of the European Union. 
It was used for the first time in the year 2000. This motto 
symbolizes how the European Union unites countries and 
citizens to work together for peace and progress, at the 
same time keeping their rich cultures, history, traditions and 
languages alive. 

The Euro is the official currency of 20 countries out of 27 
Member States of the European Union. The Euro has the ‘€’ 
symbol and it started being used in 2002. 

The Euro consists of banknotes of €5, €10, €20, €50, €100, 
€200 and €500, as well as coins of €1, €2, 1c, 2c, 5c, 10c, 20c, 
50c. Although the €500 banknote can still be used, it is no 
longer being printed. The Euro coins have got the same 
design on one side for all the Member States using the 
euro, and then all the Member States have their own symbol 
representing their country on the other side.  

For a Member State to start using the Euro, it has to have 
a sound financial system. 
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What are the values of the 
European Union and its 
citizens?  
The word ‘value’ means something that is good, important 
and precious that one has to keep in mind when doing 
something. When you put a value on telling the truth, you 
don’t lie, and you always try to do things the right way. When 
you believe that the environment is important, you work not 
to leave rubbish, you don’t waste electricity and water, you 
use less plastic, and you take care of the environment.  

When many people have the same values, they all work 
together so that whatever they do is good for themselves 
and for others. For example, when people tell the truth, they 
are honest to each other and are able to help each other 
better. When people care for the environment, we can have a 
healthier life and a cleaner country. 

The European Union also has common values which allow 
for citizens to live together in peace. Just as we have to work 
hard to acquire something, like getting good results in an 
exam, so also we have to work hard to obtain peace and 
progress in the European Union. We have to work hard and 
put into practice these values as citizens of the European 
Union.  

No country can be a Member State of the European 
Union unless it embraces the values of Respect, Freedom, 
Democracy, Equality, Order and Solidarity.

Let us see what these European Union values mean, one 
by one:
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Respect
When, as humans, we respect each other, we live as 
a family, where everyone is equal, and we help each 
other more. In this way, in whatever we do, we exclude 
no one. It does not matter whether one is tall or 
short, big or small, the skin colour, the 
religion, where one comes from, one’s 
sexual orientation, etc. When we respect 
each other, we also respect animals and 
the environment surrounding us. 

Within the European Union, citizens can move from one 
country to another to work, live or study as if they were 
in their own country. Besides, everyone can practise the 
religion they believe in and can give their own opinion 
on whatever subject they like. However, freedom does 
not mean that one does whatever one wants. European 
citizens know that they have to respect the 
rules and the citizens of the country where 
they happen to be.

 

Freedom
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Democracy
Within the family, at school, at the sport 
nursery or during dancing classes, there are 
those who lead, like the parents, teachers, or 
coaches. It is the same with countries. They all have their own 
government. In democratic countries, the government is chosen 
by its citizens, when they go to vote during general elections. The 
government of a country does not decide everything on its own, 
but it sees that whatever is done is for the good of its citizens. 
That is why the Members of Parliament meet up to discuss how 
the laws they adopt are for the common good and not as an 
obstacle to the country’s citizens.  

European Union citizens also vote to choose their 
representatives in the European Parliament. Those elected 
are called Members of the European Parliament and they do 
almost the same things as the national Members of Parliament - 
enacting laws for the European Union. 

Equality
All European Union citizens should be treated equally. 
For example, when someone applies for a job, one is not 
chosen according to whether one is male or female, or 
whether one is good-looking or not. The choice should 
be based on whether one has the abilities and skills 
required for that particular job. ‘Treated equally’ also 
means having the same rights and opportunities to 
education, access to healthcare, housing, access to a 
lawyer to represent them, etc.
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Good citizens obey the rules. If everyone does whatever 
they like, there will be chaos. Imagine what would 
happen if all car drivers decided not to obey traffic rules, 
known as the highway code! This also holds true for the 
European Union. Member States agree on common rules 
and laws applicable to all citizens. The European Union 
makes sure that all the Member States follow these laws. 

Order

Solidarity
The European Union started 
with an agreement, known as 
‘Treaty’, among six countries 
to help and cooperate with 
each other. In this way they 
could progress as one body 
and not each country on its own. Today, the 
European Union is made up of 27 countries that 
help each other in several areas. Sometimes 
long discussions are needed until agreement 
is reached among all 27 on certain important 
topics. This is what solidarity is all about. 
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What happens when we practise these values within the 
European Union?

• We live in peace and in unity and we do not argue or fight 
with each other as we respect everyone and each other’s 
opinions, without excluding anyone.  

• We treat everyone the same way and we live the European 
Union motto: ‘United in Diversity’. 

• We have access to good education that helps us develop 
and live as good citizens and, when we become adults, 
enables us to find the job we wish. 

• We have a good quality of life as we have access to good, 
healthy food and a clean environment, free from pollution.

 
• We learn how other citizens of the European Union live 

and appreciate their customs, culture, languages, and 
history.  
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How can the 27 different Member States work together?

Since the European Union is very big and it is made up of 
many countries, the Member States needed to come up with 
a good way to work together. For this reason, the European 
Union has structures called ‘institutions’ to help the Member 
States come up with agreements on common things and 
act upon them. The three big institutions are: the European 
Commission, the European Parliament, and the Council of 
Ministers of the European Union. 

The role of the European Commission is to make sure that 
whatever the Member States agree upon is carried out in 
each country. The European Commission is made up of 
27 Commissioners who oversee different sectors, like the 
environment, education, health, jobs, and the economy. 

The European Parliament  is made up of representatives 
chosen by the citizens of the Member States. Their number 
depends on the size of the country. Malta has 6 members in 
the European Parliament, while Germany has a total of 96 
members. Altogether, the European Parliament is made up 
of 705 Members of Parliament. They make sure that the laws 
that come into force within the European Union are good for 
all the citizens. 
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The Council of Ministers of the European Union is made 
up of 10 different groups of Ministers who are in charge of 
particular sectors in their own country. For example, the 27 
Ministers of Education meet up all together to discuss how 
they can make education within the European Union better. 
The same applies for agriculture, the environment, justice, 
finance, health, and the rest. 

Apart from the European Commission, the European 
Parliament and the Council of Ministers, the Prime Ministers 
or Presidents of the Member States meet up together 
during the year to discuss how the European Union can 
move forward. Their meeting is referred to as the European 
Council during which they discuss common problems such as 
immigration, the environment, jobs, and security.  

 
The European Union has its own Court in order to judge 
those Member States that do not follow its rules. 

The European Central Bank makes sure that the Euro 
remains strong and that the banks of the Member States 
follow the relevant rules.  

49





Malta is the smallest country in the 
European Union. The population is 
516,000 and the size of the country 
is almost 316 square kilometres. The 
largest country in the European Union is 
Germany with a population of almost 83 
million people and it is 357,000 square 
kilometres in size. 

2004

516,000
POPULATION

Malta 
AS A MEMBER OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION

Malta became a Member State of the 
European Union on May 1, 2004.  

As a Member State of the European Union, Maltese 
citizens are treated the same as the citizens of 
other Member States of the European Union, 
with equal rights, opportunities, and benefits. 
The Maltese people are also committed to obey 
the laws which apply in all the Member States. 
There are several Maltese working in Brussels 
and Luxembourg, where the European Union 
institutions are found, to coordinate the work 
among the different Member States. 
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The Maltese language is one 
of 24 official languages of the 
European Union. Every official 
document of the European 
Union has to be translated into Maltese and Maltese 
citizens can communicate in writing with the institutions 
of the European Union in their own language. The Maltese 
Members of the European Parliament can also speak in 
Maltese during sessions of the European Parliament.  

On June 13, 2004, Maltese people voted for the first time 
during the elections of the European Parliament and 
continued to do so every five years. 

On December 21, 2007, Malta became a member of the 
Schengen Area, and Maltese people were able to start 
travelling to the other Member States without the need of 
a passport or visa. 

On January 1, 2008, Malta started using the Euro 
banknotes and coins. This means that when we travel 
to other countries within the European Union which 
use the Euro, we do not need to exchange money in the 
currency of that particular country since we can use 
the Euro. On the Euro coins we can find symbols of the 
different countries that use the Euro. In the case of Malta, 
we find the coat of arms of the Republic of Malta, the 
eight-pointed cross and the Temples of Mnajdra. Other 
countries have their own symbols, but any Euro coin 
can be used in any Member State using the Euro as its 
currency. 

2004

2007

2008

Good 
Morning
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2017

2018

Between January and June 2017, Malta held the 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers of the 
European Union. During that period, it was the 
Maltese Ministers who led the meetings with other 
Ministers from the European Union to enact new 
laws to make our life and that of other European 
Union citizens better. 

In 2018, Valletta was chosen as the European 
Capital of Culture. During ‘Valletta 18’ several 
cultural events were held. Thus, Malta could 
promote its historic and cultural heritage across 
the European Union.   

As a member of the European Union, Malta 
has been given money to continue to progress 
economically and socially. This money, referred 
to as ‘European Union Funds’, is given to those 
countries that need help in order to progress. 
The funds are used to help Malta to continue 
to advance in various 
sectors such as roads, 
hospitals, schools, training, 
jobs, restoration of 
historical heritage, and the 
environment. 
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PART THREE

Practical 
Exercises



E X E R C I S E  1

Match the story in the book 
with the European Union 
1. Draw an oak tree, with its roots, trunk and branches and name 

it ‘The European Union’.  

2. Around the tree, draw the different animals that were 
mentioned in the story. Give a name of a Member State of the 
European Union to each and every animal. If you want, you can 
draw more animals than those mentioned in the story.  

3. On the roots write a list of the 6 fundamental values of the 
European Union - respect, freedom, democracy, equality, order 
and solidarity. 

4. On the trunk make a list of those sectors in which Member 
States cooperate together, having also common regulations - 
environment, commerce, quality of products, travelling, police...

5. On the branches, use two different colours in order to write 
different and common things about the citizens of the 
European Union: 

 a. with the first colour write down different things that   
 citizens have in different Member States - language,   
 culture, size, population, history... 
b.  with the second colour write down those things that   

 European Union citizens benefit from - peace, free 
  movement, the euro, clean environment, education,   

 health, funds...
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Draw here
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C Z E C H R E P U B L I C A B F C S C K
O T J H A L O J Z T A D Y K A V S D C S
H Z R E S T O N I A T E P F R A N C E W
P O R T U G A L Z Z V N R C V M I A K E
L C R M A M Y H J A I M U K R C T A I D
B U L G A R I A A M A A S S T R A T S E
N F P S N T F F W R U R V K R K L A C N
Z V A B F A K O S C S K J J L F Y G R M
P K S I R E L A N D T R A L L I A E O R
M A L T A T M A R R R J M G U N H R A M
O N M B R I H F I I I L R E S L U M T S
T H E N E T H E R L A N D S S A N A I L
P I B S P A I N A B R L F M E N G N A O
L H E H K R M N G R K N O A M D A Y B V
A C L G J O N F F P A A N N B J R O H E
T M G H G R E E C E T L J J U A Y J F N
V Z I V I L I T H U A N I A R P J R S I
I K U J S L O V A K I A T T G H A G M A
R O M A N I A C B G T V H R U B G B L B
P O L A N D L U X E M B O U R G M J A H

E X E R C I S E  2

The Member States of the 
European Union 
Look for the names of the Member States of the European 
Union. These can be vertical or horizontal. 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Germany, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,  
The Netherlands.
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E X E R C I S E  3

The different languages in the 
European Union
The European Union has 24 official languages, including Maltese. 

Find how to write ‘Good Morning’ in the following languages:

Maltese

Italian

Spanish

French

German
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E X E R C I S E  4 

Find the differences 
In the story, the rabbit learnt the lesson that when the 
animals worked together, everyone stood to gain. 

Find 10 differences between these two pictures.  
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M
inisters

Re
sp

ec
tE X E R C I S E  5

Guess the country 
Continue the following sentences by filling in the correct 
country:

The Eiffel Tower is found in F _ _ _ _ _ .

The European Commission is found in B _ _ _ _ _ _ .

C _ _ _ _ _ , like Malta, is an island in the Mediterranean Sea. 

The Olympic Games originated in G _ _ _ _ _ .

In 1990, G _ _ _ _ _ _  was united as one country after being 
divided for a number of years with the Berlin Wall. 

The Member State farthest north on the map is  
F _ _ _ _ _ _ .

The smallest Member State is M _ _ _ _ .

The Colosseum is found in I _ _ _ _ .

The N _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ is famous for tulips. 
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E X E R C I S E  6

Find the hidden word 
Put these words in the right place so that from the letters in the 
boxes you will be able to find a word forming part of the motto of 
the European Union:

Cultures
Democracy

Rights
Values

M
inisters

M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s

So
lid

ar
ity

Euro
Re

sp
ec

t

The system through which European citizens elect their representatives to govern their country. 

These are common to all European Union citizens.

When we practise these, we work together for common aims.

This value helps us to live together in peace.

This is the name of the currency of 19 Member States of the European Union.

The countries that form part of the European Union. 

They meet at the Council of the European Union 

These make the countries of the European Union different.

Through this value, Member States help each other. 
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E X E R C I S E  7 

The Member States of the 
European Union 
Write the name of the Member States of the European Union 
that are indicated by a star. 

4

5

1

5

3

7

2

6

4

8

64



2

7

8

3

6

1

65



E X E R C I S E  8 

Crossword 

Across
1. The official currency of the 

European Union (4)
4. This is celebrated every year 

on May 9 (6,3)
7.  The smallest Member State of 

the European Union (5)
8.  Member States practise this 

value when they help each 
other (10)

10.  There are officially 24 of 
these in the European Union 
(9)

11.  The richness of cultures, 
history, traditions and 
languages of different 
Member States. The word is 
found in the motto of the 
European Union (9)

Down
2. We enjoy this value when we 

obey the rules (5)
3. Because of this, European 

citizens can move freely 
between Member States (7)

4. We practise this value when 
we treat others equally (8)

5. On the first day of this 
month, Malta celebrates the 
anniversary of joining the 
European Union (3)

6. The members of this 
European Union institution 
are elected by citizens every 
five years (10)

9.  We practise this value in 
our behaviour towards 
others and towards the 
environment (7)
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E X E R C I S E  9

The fundamental values of 
the European Union 
Write a sentence to show that you have understood each 
fundamental value of the European Union:

Respect 

Freedom 

Equality

Order 

Democracy

Solidarity
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E X E R C I S E  1 0

The Member States of the 
European Union and their flag
Write the name of each Member State and draw its flag. In 
this exercise you will also find some information about each 
and every country.

Country:
Capital City: Vienna 
Official Language: German 
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 1995

Country:
Capital City: Brussels
Official Languages: German, 
French and Dutch 
Currency: Euro
Founding Member State: 1957

Country:
Capital City: Sofia
Official Language: Bulgarian
Currency: Lev
Became a member of the EU: 2007
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Country:
Capital City: Helsinki
Official Languages: Finnish and Swedish 
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 1995

Country:
Capital City: Tallinn
Official Language: Estonian
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 2004

Country:
Capital City: Copenhagen 
Official Language: Danish
Currency: Krone
Became a member of the EU: 1973

Country:
Capital City: Nicosia
Official Language: Greek 
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 2004

Country:
Capital City: Paris
Official Language: French 
Currency: Euro
Founding Member State: 1957
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Country:
Capital City: Rome 
Official Language: Italian 
Currency: Euro
Founding Member State: 1957

Country:
Capital City: Dublin
Official Languages: Irish and English 
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 1973

Country:
Capital City: Athens
Official Language: Greek 
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 1981

Country:
Capital City: Berlin
Official Language: German 
Currency: Euro
Founding Member State: 1957

Country:
Capital City: Zagreb
Official Language: Croatian 
Currency: Kuna
Became a member of the EU: 2013
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Country:
Capital City: Luxembourg 
Official Languages: German, 
French and Luxembourgish 
Currency: Euro
Founding Member State: 1957

Country:
Capital City: Vilnius
Official Language: Lithuanian 
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 2004

Country:
Capital City: Riga
Official Language: Latvian
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 2004

Country:
Capital City: Valletta
Official Languages: Maltese and English
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 2004 

Country:
Capital City: Amsterdam
Official Language: Dutch 
Currency: Euro
Founding Member State: 1957
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Country:
Capital City: Bratislava
Official Language: Slovak
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 2004

Country:
Capital City: Bucharest
Official Language: Romanian 
Currency: Leu
Became a member of the EU: 2007

Country:
Capital City: Prague
Official Language: Czech 
Currency: Koruna
Became a member of the EU: 2004

Country:
Capital City: Lisbon 
Official Language: Portuguese 
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 1986

Country:
Capital City: Warsaw 
Official Language: Polish 
Currency: Zloty
Became a member of the EU: 2004
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Country:
Capital City: Stockholm 
Official Language: Swedish 
Currency: Krona
Became a member of the EU: 1995

Country:
Capital City: Budapest
Official Language: Hungarian
Currency: Forint
Became a member of the EU: 2004

Country:
Capital City: Madrid
Official Language: Spanish
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 1986

Country:
Capital City: Ljubljana
Official Language: Slovenian
Currency: Euro
Became a member of the EU: 2004
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E X E R C I S E  1 1

Match the countries
From the information given with each flag in the previous exercise, 
answer these questions:

How many countries use the Euro?
   27   19  20

Which countries were the first to form what we know today as the 
European Union? (Founding Member States)?
  France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, The Netherlands, Luxembourg
  Austria, Denmark, Estonia, Latvia, Hungary, Romania
  Lithuania, Poland, Malta, Portugal, Finland, Bulgaria

How many countries joined the European Union together with  
Malta in 2004?
   7   8   9

Which country has its flag similar to that of Malta?
  Latvia  Austria  Poland

What are the colours of the Italian flag? 
  Blue, White, Red
  Green, White, Red
  Blue, Black, White

Which country has its flag similar to that of Germany?  
  Romania   Belgium   Lithuania

How many official languages are there in the European Union?
   28  27   24
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E X E R C I S E  1 2

Fill in the missing information 
The twelve stars on the European Union flag symbolise  
U _ _ _ _  among the Member States.

There are _ _ Member States in the European Union. 

The motto of the European Union is ‘United in 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ’ .

The Population of the European Union is roughly _ _ _ 
million citizens. 

The three main institutions of the European Union are: 
 • The European _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , 
 • The _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Commission, and 
 • The _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of the European Union.

The telephone number that can be used in the European 
Union in case of emergency is _ _ _ .
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